BOROUGH OF ENGLEWOOD CLIFFS
BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-16

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL A PORTION OF SECTION 9-17 OF THE
BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “CERTIFICATE OF CONTINUED
OCCUPANCY” AND ADOPTING SECTION 30-18 OF THE BOROUGH
CODE ENTITLED “CERTIFICATE OF ZONING COMPLIANCE FOR
RESALE, RENTAL, OR TRANSFER OF TITLE”

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Englewood Cliffs believes it is in the best
interest of the Borough, in consultation with the Department of Community Affairs, to Repeal
Section 9.17 of the Borough Code Entitled “CERTIFICATE OF CONTINUED
OCCUPANCY” and to Add Section 30-18 of the Borough Code Entitled “CERTIFICATE OF
ZONING COMPLIANCE FOR RESALE, RENTAL, OR TRANSFER OF TITLE.”

NOW BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Englewood Cliffs,
County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows:

Section 1. Section 9-17 through Section 9-17.5 of the Borough Code is hereby repealed.
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Section 2.

Chapter 30 Zoning of the Borough Code is hereby amended to add Section 30-18 as
follows:

§30-18 Certificate of Zoning Compliance for Resale, Rental or Transfer of Title.

A. No building or structure shall be occupied or used in whole or in part unless and
until a certificate of zoning compliance has been issued by the Construction Official.
The Construction Official shall not issue such certificate unless he determines, after
site inspection, that there are no violations of any applicable laws, ordinances or
orders pending at the time of issuing the certificate. The certificate shall be issued
upon written request from the owner or authorized agent upon such forms as may
be approved by the building department.

B. A certificate of zoning compliance shall be applied for and obtained prior to the use
or occupancy of the whole or any part of any building:
1. Undergoing a change of ownership. Resale
2. Undergoing a change of occupancy. Rental
3. Undergoing change of use.
4. Undergoing construction or alteration.

C. Upon receiving an application for a certificate of zoning compliance, the
Construction Official shall make an inspection of the building or part thereof for
which the certificate is requested and shall forthwith issue the certificate of zoning
compliance if the building or alteration has been completed and if the use and
occupancy thereof shall be in conformity with he Revised Ordinances of the
Borough of Englewood Cliffs or other applicable ordinances of the borough and if
the building is safe and does not constitute a nuisance or hazard likely to result in
injuries to persons or damages to property. In case the Construction Official shall
decline to issue a certificate of zoning compliance, the reasons for doing so shall be
stated to the applicant, and a written statement thereof shall be transmitted to the
applicant on request. The reasons to decline the issuance of the certificate of zoning
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compliance are limited to violations of Chapter 10, Property Maintenance Code of
the Code of the Borough of Englewood Cliffs, and/or violations of other codes which
violation results in a direct threat to health and safety.

§30-18.1 Deferral of Certificate of Zoning Compliance

Notwithstanding 30-18(A) or (C) above, in instances where title to one-family and two
family detached dwellings and one-family attached dwellings is being transferred, the
Construction Official shall, after the appropriate application and inspection described in
30-18(C) above, defer the requirement that a certificate of zoning compliance issue if:

A. The person acquiring title certifies under oath that no person will use or occupy the
dwelling for any purpose except to perform necessary repairs until all violations are
corrected; and

B. The person acquiring title shall countersign the writing in which the deferral shall
be granted acknowledging that:

1. No person shall use or occupy the dwelling for any purpose except to
perform necessary repairs until all violations are corrected;

2. No certificate of zoning compliance shall be issued until there is full
compliance with 30-18(A) and (C) above;

3. Applicant is aware of the violations noted on the inspection report
prepared by the Construction Official or his designee;

4. Applicant permits the Construction Official or his designee to inspect the
property upon reasonable notice;

5. The person acquiring title shall report the progress of repairs to the
Construction Official at such reasonable intervals so that the
Construction Official may determine the status of necessary repairs; and

6. Failure to file the appropriate report or occupancy of the premises in
violation of this section may, in the discretion of the Construction Official,
result in such enforcement action as the Construction Official deems
appropriate, including the filing of a complaint with the Municipal Court.

§30-18.2 Enforcement Rights of Construction Official

Issuance of a conditional certificate of zoning compliance pursuant to 30-18 or deferral of
the certificate of zoning compliance requirement pursuant to 30-18.1 shall not affect the
right of the Construction Official to take such enforcement action as he deems appropriate
for violations of law or any ordinance.

§30-18.3 Certificate of Zoning Compliance Fees and Administration

A. A certificate of zoning compliance shall be issued to any person having a proprietary
or tenancy interest who shall be held responsible for any violations on the premises.
A record of all certificates shall be kept on file by the Construction Official, and
copies shall be furnished to any person who has a proprietary or tenancy interest in
the building affected.

B. A copy of certificate of zoning compliance shall be submitted to Tax Assessor once in
compliance.

C. Certificate of Zoning Compliance Fees as follows:



1. If closing date, or move in date for a rental, is OVER two weeks away
from date application is submitted payment shall be $100.00

2. If closing date or move in date for a rental. is LESS than two weeks away
from date application is submitted payment shall be $150.00

3. Fee for reinspection and any additional inspection shall be $50.00 and
must be paid prior to inspection.

§30-18.4 Penalty for failure to obtain a Certificate of Zoning Compliance. Any person or
entity that fails to obtain a certificate of zoning compliance shall be subject to a fine not
exceeding two thousand dollars for each offense.

§30-18.5 Severability. In the event any portion of this Ordinance is determined to be
invalid, all other provisions of this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 3. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication as
required by law.

Section 4. All prior ordinances that are inconsistent with this ordinance are repealed.
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Mark Park, Mayor

This Ordinance was duly passed on second and final reading
by the Council of the Borough of Englewood Cliffs
at a meeting held October 14, 2026.

Intashan Chowdhury, MPA
Temporary Deputy Municipal Clerk



